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How does county lines impact on 
vulnerable adults in the Dorset 
Council area?

Risk factors identified:
• Opiate users
• Cuckooed addresses
• Pharmacies
• Temporary properties & HMOs
• Troubled families
• Adults with a learning disability
• Railway stations

Objective: to identify vulnerable locations and inform people 
who are working within those communities to recognise and 
spot potential victims





Risk Matrix





How important are the pharmacies?

82%

Cuckoo victims People in 
substance misuse 

treatment



Key Findings

• A high proportion of victims are likely to be known to 
substance misuse services and many are in contact 
with other professionals.

• Exploitation of adults for county lines exists in all of 
the main towns across the Dorset Council area. 

• Adults are at risk if they live within walking distance 
of a main train station. 



Resulting Actions

1. Use the risk matrix to focus county lines awareness 
to specific groups and organisations that come into 
contact with vulnerable adults. 

2. Conduct a deep dive to ascertain why the Bridport 
area appears to be an outlier.  

3. Work closely with substance misuse keyworkers to 
identify any other clients who might be victims of 
cuckooing.



Thank you for listening


